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WHO ARE WE?  

eSpace: The Center for Space 
Entrepreneurship was established in 2009 
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
formed from a partnership between 
Sierra Nevada Space Systems and the 
University of Colorado.  Our mission is to 
help develop and catalyze entrepreneurial 
space companies, to commercialize the 
technologies these companies create, and to 
develop a passionate 21st Century workforce 
that will fuel their growth as well as the 
growth of the aerospace industry as a whole.  

WHAT DO WE DO?  

We accomplish our mission through three 
programs: 

(1)  The eSpace Incubator, in which we 
provide a suite of traditional resources 
as well as aerospace-specific resources 
that optimize our companies’ chances for 
success, 

(2) The Straight to Space program, in 
which we provide training grants to 
entrepreneurial aerospace companies hiring 
new technicians or engineers, and 

(3)  The Venture Design program with 
the University of Colorado, in which we 
financially and academically support 
undergraduate and graduate hands-on 
design projects that may have enough 
commercial potential to transition into the 
eSpace Incubator.

eSpace INCUBATOR RESULTS SINCE INCEPTION

Number of applicants	 87

Number of companies incubated	 13

Number of companies graduated	 2

Number of graduate companies ongoing	 2

Number of women-owned companies	 2

Number of companies based on CU student/faculty research	 5

SBIRs submitted	 16

SBIRs won	 8

Revenue generated (SBIRs and industrial contracts)	 $1,420,000

Revenue generated for companies to dollar spent	 $2.72 to $1.00

ROI since inception in 2009	 172%

eSpace STRAIGHT TO SPACE PROGRAM SINCE INCEPTION

Number of individuals supported in training	 74

Number of companies supported	 23

Annual salaries created by eSpace support	 $3,328,000

Salaries generated to dollar spent	 $13.93 to $1.00

ROI since inception in 2009	 1,293%

eSpace VENTURE DESIGN PROGRAM SINCE INCEPTION

Number of undergraduate & graduate projects supported	 8

Number of companies formed from projects	 3

Number of additional commercialization events	 2
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